
Using Data to Assess Performance

Head Coach Analysis Tool



Introduction

TEAMS ARE ALREADY  
TAKING ADVANTAGE OF IT

Liverpool FC have a team of data analysts (including  
a physicist from CERN) and work with Google’s DeepMind  
to maximise their advantage.

MANAGER SELECTION  
IS NO DIFFERENT

Selecting a manager can be influenced by personal bias  
and other factors. But data can help to confirm whether  
a manager really is a good fit for a club’s goals. 

Data is Vital in Modern Football
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Introduction

USING DATA CAN BENCHMARK IMPARTIALLY  
PERFORMANCES AND HELP DECISION MAKERS

Data should never be ‘the answer’ but its use can be very powerful in 
helping clubs scour the market and assess head coaches performance 
in a neutral fashion, creating a shortlist and providing due diligence on 
suitable candidates.

Personal bias often influences
decision making

“Technology is fundamental to 
everything we do… everyone 
is constantly seeking marginal 

gains and every sport is seeking 
those improvements.”

— GARETH SOUTHGATE

“The match analysis  
department is the most 
important department  

for me.”

— PEP GUARDIOLA
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WHAT DOES IT DO?

The tool ranks Head Coaches by their performances across  
all the clubs they have managed. 

This can be looked at across different time periods, along with  
a variety of other filters, to see a listing of the best coaches who 
meet your chosen criteria.
 
HOW DOES IT WORK?

We are constantly monitoring clubs and their performances with 
our proprietary software. We then cross reference this performance 
ranking with head coaches and their tenure at different clubs. 

Head Coach Analysis: Overview

If a coach is consistently improving results and 
performance upon arriving at a range of different 
clubs, then they must be doing something right.

The underlying principle is simple
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MANAGER PERFORMANCE

Gives a range of filters (nationality, contract length, age, average team 
improvement) to refine the search by coach suitability and performance.

DEEP DIVE

Once a shortlist is identified, we do a deep dive into specific managers to 
assess club performance before, during and after their tenure to truly identify 
their effect at the club.

RANGE OF DATA

We have a huge range of managers in our database, over 10,000 at the last 
count, giving great scope to find value and impartially assess performance.

PROPRIETARY ALGORITHM

All this analysis is underpinned by our unique football algorithm, which tracks 
teams performance across the world.

Head Coach Analysis: Key Features

Visit our demo dashboard
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https://datastudio.google.com/u/0/reporting/1169904e-70ef-4287-a42f-a42c712743f8/page/LuckC/edit


DEEP DIVE

Once a shortlist has been identified we do a series 
of deeper analysis on the identified coaches, looking 
at their performances at clubs, but encompassing a 
time period of 6 months prior to their joining and 6 
months after their leaving, to truly break down the 
effect of their tenure at the club.

IMPARTIAL DECISION MAKING

This enhanced due diligence can be distributed 
amongst all the relevant decision makers  
in the club, to allow them the opportunity  
to assess all the candidates and discuss  
their merits with full access to all the same 
information, free from bias.

Head Coach Analysis: Deep Dives6 I



Sports4Cast started work with Sunderland 
AFC in the 2021/22 season providing 
season analysis and managerial analysis. 

Sunderland were promoted to the 
Championship at the end of that season.

Sports4Cast contributed towards both new 
head coach searches in 2022, resulting in 
the appointments of Alex Neil and Tony 
Mowbray. 

Recent coverage in The i profiled our 
managerial and season analysis services 
with particular attention paid to Alex 
Neil’s success and our insights around his 
selection.

Case Study: Sunderland

Case Study Article In “The i”Demo DashboardPress Release
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https://sports4cast.com/case-studies/sunderland-football-club/
https://inews.co.uk/sport/football/sunderland-managers-data-tony-mowbray-1892658
https://datastudio.google.com/u/0/reporting/1169904e-70ef-4287-a42f-a42c712743f8/page/LuckC/edit
https://www.safc.com/news/club-news/2022/june/sports4cast-partnership


About Us & Our Mission

WHO ARE WE

Sports4Cast is a data-driven business that 
performs data analysis for fans, companies and 
sporting bodies alike, giving greater insight to 
stakeholders.

WHAT DO WE DO

Our data analysis powers all that we do, but it is 
our human input that separates us from the rest. 
We harness our analysis to drive engagement and 
maximise performance - taking care to relate it to 
the stakeholder at every stage.

Contact Us
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tom@sports4cast.com

